
A MESSAGE FROM OUR BOARD CHAIR…..  

      2020: the year that couldn’t hold us down 
Greetings!  
   Good News Outreach has weathered the storm of 2020 and endeavored to meet the needs of our community 
through the four outreach ministries: the Senior Services, Food Pantry, Maryland Oaks Crossing and Mercy House.   
The works of these four programs reduce hunger, isolation, homelessness and recidivism. 

   Since the outbreak of the pandemic, record numbers of individuals and families 
have been served by Good News Outreach.  GNO has been able to meet the needs of 
our community head-on, because we have been blessed with an outpouring of finan-
cial support and volunteerism during the trying time imposed upon our community, 
our country and the world by Covid-19.   
   If you are reading this message, it is because you have been connected to Good 
News Outreach in some way.  Whether your continued support of Good News Out-
reach is through program involvement, financial giving, spiritual uplifting or all three, 
please know that it is not taken for granted and is greatly valued.  We don’t want to 
keep our light under a basket. Please help spread the word about Good News, its min-
istries and its many needs. 
   It is an honor to serve alongside the board and staff of GNO. If you would like to join 

this dynamic, diverse and committed group as a board member, please let me know ((850) 412-0016).  
   It is a privilege to know that you keep all those involved in your daily prayers. Stay healthy and help share with oth-
ers the important work done by Good News Outreach! 
   Blessings, 

 
Linda Barineau  
Romans 8:28; Jeremiah 29:11 

Linda Barineau 
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Oh my! 
What a 
year ... 
   “What a year 
it was,” GNO 

Executive Director 
Donald Parks says 

in his year-end letter  accom-
panying this newsletter. “We 
have seen miracles on a daily 
basis even in these challenging 
times.” Be sure to read it! 

Donald 
Parks 



Pantry, Food Deliveries 
   This year has been hectic to say the very least. Although we know how hard 

this year has been on everyone, we are happy to say that we have been able to 

grow and serve more and more people who have 

needed assistance. (See chart below.) 

   While growth and being able to help as many as 

people we possibly can is our mission, this means 

that the demand for volunteers and groceries is 

always growing.  

   Each month our volunteers deliver almost 400 

bags of groceries. Nearly 50 volunteers are need-

ed each month to help with seven different dis-

tributions.  

   Our volunteers include couples, families, 

coworkers and college students.  

   Thank you to the volunteers who have given  

their time to make this program run smoothly 

and efficiently! Without you, we would not be 

able to fulfill our mission at Good News Out-

reach. 
Rebecca Howard 

Director of Operations  

Month 
Bags distribut-
ed at pantry 

People served   
at pantry 

Grocery bags 
delivered 

People served by 
deliveries 

Total # of bags 
distributed 

Total # of people 
served 

January 178 480 236 374 414 854 

February 226 596 236 374 462 970 

March 245 675 290 488 535 1163 

April 614 2356 296 456 1210 2812 

May 464 1322 347 528 811 1850 

June 393 1060 359 553 752 1613 

July 425 1104 369 565 794 1669 

August 402 1051 341 523 743 1574 

Sept 398 1086 397 570 795 1656 

Oct 455 1208 401 574 856 1782 

Nov 428 1146 411 654 839 1800 

Y-T-D 4228 12084 3683 5659 8211 17743 

Load ’em up, move ’em 
out to the Promise Zone 
  It’s 9 a.m. on a Saturday, and the Good 
New Outreach front door at 548 East 
Bradford Road opens.  
   Volunteers begin handing load after 

load of brown grocery bags onto the 
porch. Numbers are shouted out, “44 on 
the porch, we need 20 more,” and “62 for 
Casa Calderon, we need more meat!”  
   Cars back up to the porch as drivers pick 
up their route information. They will be 
delivering from 4 to 10 bags of groceries 

and frozen meat to the seniors in our 
community.  
   In an hour all 125 bags are on their way 
into the kitchens of our clients in the pov-
erty-stricken Promise Zone on the south 
side of Tallahassee. 



MERCY  
HOUSE 

   Nine men have successfully completed the Mercy House 
program in 2020 and another eight men are scheduled to be 
in residence in early December, Program Director Dale White 
reports. 

   So far the residents have managed to 
dodge any cases of Covid-19. 
   Our mission at Mercy House is to give 
formerly incarcerated men a new chance 
at freedom on their the journey to become 
productive members of society. The pro-
gram begins for successful applicants as 
soon as they are released from prison.  
   The program is designed to serve up to 
11 men in residence and has a goal of 
helping up to 24 men per year. Individuals 

are referred by correctional officials and other professionals.        
Volunteers and staff help the men and are supported by the 
spiritual and financial donations of the community. 
   Participants receive help with goals such as finding work 
and housing, repairing family relationships, abstaining from 
drugs and managing money. 
  

Dale White 
Program Director 



   A lot has been accomplished in the Maryland Oaks Crossing Com-
munity. 
   We have implemented numerous new programs within the commu-

nity this year as well as forming new partnerships 
with CareerSource, Bond Mobile Clinic, and ECHO. 
This year we started our “Getting Ahead in the 
Workplace” class with ECHO. “Getting Ahead in the 
Workplace” is a 15-week class to help Maryland 
Oaks Crossing families build resources for a better 
life at home and at work.   
   We have also started the Single Moms club and we 
have been given the ability to assign life coaches to 
each household. 
   Maryland Oaks has also been undergoing renova-

tions on all the housing units through the past few 
months. We’re replacing 21 residential roofs and 
installing new gutters and skirting on all 49 manufac-

tured homes. We plan to replace the rest of the roofs on our other 
units this upcoming year.  
   This community offers two- and three-bedroom manufactured 
homes for rent.  We focus on families with children but set aside some 
units for people with disabilities.  The leasing units are currently at full 
capacity.  

Daryl Jaquette 
Housing     
Director 

Maryland Oaks Crossing 
A community on the way up 

Stay in touch 
How to contact us:                     
Good News Outreach  
By phone (850) 412-0016 
Address: 548 E. Bradford Rd. 
Tallahassee, FL 32303 

By mail: P.O. Box 3304 
Tallahassee, FL 32315 
Email: 
info@goodnewsoutreach.org 
Web 
www.goodnewsoutreach.org 

How to help 

You Make Our Mission Possible 
Your support is making  2020 a remarkable year for Good News Outreach, and we’re  
working to make it even better for the people we serve. We can always use more help. 
Volunteers, pantry donations and on-going financial gifts help us carry out our vital 
mission. Please visit our website at www.goodnewsoutreach.org to learn more. Select 
the “Participate with GNO” link for details about volunteering, or the “Donate” link to 
provide a financial gift this holiday season. 
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