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   For the past seven 
years, Florida State 
University’s Chapman 
Community Health 
Program has helped 
to increase the over-
all health and well-
ness of the residents 
at Good News Out-

reach’s Maryland Oaks Crossing.
   The CCHP is a partnership between MOC and the 
FSU College of Medicine. The medical students in the 
program, provide services such as health screen-
ings and education, food in partnership with Amer-
ica’s Second Harvest of the Big Bend, free yearly 
flu shots, an Easter party and a ride if needed to 
Tallahassee’s Neighborhood Medical Center depend-
ing on screening results. Chapman also works with 
Nole-Med, one of FSU’s undergraduate pre-medicine 
organizations, to provide tutoring services to the 
children at MOC.
 “The residents really like it. They see a lot of vol-
unteers come out, but then they come out once 
or twice and then you never see them again. They 
really appreciate that these guys (CCHP members) 
come out all the time,” said MOC housing director 
Daryl Jaquette.

   Read more about this program at:
 www.goodnewsoutreach.org

Chapman students offer 
more than medical care

Lend a Hand – Lift a Heart
   In 1986 four young men had a vision to serve 
others as outlined in the Beatitudes or Sermon on 
the Mount. Their willingness to “Faith in Action” was 
the genesis of Good News Outreach, which for many 
years was an all-volunteer ministry. To take a closer 
look history go to www.goodnewsoutreach.org/rick-
kearney 

   As Good News expanded over the years we have 
added paid staff to operate an affordable housing 
community, a men’s reentry program, a food pantry, 
and a senior program. We strive to be good stewards 
over what God has entrusted to us and volunteers 
remain the heartbeat of Good News Outreach. 

   Director of Operation Rebecca Howard coordinates 
our Volunteer Program. Because we are poised to 
expand our Volunteer program, we recently add-
ed a part-time Program and Volunteer Coordinator. 
Yolanda Triplett, MSW is already making a postive 
difference in our program as she teams with Rebecca 
to develop a comprehensive volunteer selection and 
training program for our volunteers. Yolanda also 
assists with supervision of our social work interns.

   We have an on-going need for basic roles such as 
packing groceries and giving out food in our Food 
Pantry, delivering food to seniors, administrative/re-
ceptionist duties, and light maintenance and grounds 
work. We need people to help clients with transpor-
tation to appointments. Volunteers stuff envelopes, 
interview new food and senior clients and do da-
ta-entry work. These roles range from 2 hours per 
month to 10 hours per week.

There are specialized roles. Our new Maryland Oaks 
Crossing Summer Enrichment and After-school pro-
grams will need instructional aids in the area of art, 
science and reading. We are developing mentoring 
roles for adults and children. A volunteer designed 
our beautiful new web site! 

It is important that each volunteer find the role that 
best suits him or her. For a list of opportunities visit 

www.goodnewsoutreach.org/join-us. Be patient 
and selective as you consider becoming part of the 
Heartbeat of Good News Outreach!

Please contact Rebecca 850-412-0016 ext. 1 or 
diroperations@goodnewsoutreach if you have ques-
tions.

In God’s grace,
Donald



   Good News Outreach will 
soon demolish the Mary-
land Oaks Crossing Learn-
ing Center and replace it 
with a 1,200 square-foot 
modular classroom gifted 
to us by the Leon County 

School District. Moving, painting, installing, and equip-
ping the new Learning Center will cost between $40,000 
and $50,000 and will be funded by donations and exist-
ing resources.
   The existing Learning Center is a home dating to the 
1940s and shows the wear and tear of eight decades.  
The new Communi-
ty Learning Center will 
provide a more spacious, 
inviting, and functional 
setting for residents, and 
will enable us to offer 
Summer Enrichment and 
After School programs for 
Maryland Oaks children. It will also provide community 
meeting space for our emerging Adult Education Pro-
gram.
   Our goal is to demolish the current structure; move 
and install the new Learning to replace the old building 
by June 1; and start the Summer Enrichment Program 

   Good News Outreach should tap into local faith communities and 
other volunteer sources to strengthen its program for men returning 
to society from prison.
   That’s a key recommendation of a review of the Mercy House 
program, since the current budget can’t support the recommended 
addition of a full-time caseworker, two part-time aides and acquir-
ing a vehicle to help the men in the program. GNO was built on the 
idea of volunteer service and we intend to keep that tradition alive – 
“augment a lean and highly effective staff with skilled trained volun-
teers.” 
   “This is a great ideal program. We will continue to work towards 
the ideal with help from volunteers,” Executive Director Donald Parks 
said.

   Social work interns and Mercy House Director Dale White are providing most of the services now, along with 
case managers from ECHO Inc. Their mission is to help men develop thinking and behavior patterns that lead to 
success in the community. 
   Donors who want to help should contact Executive Director Donald Parks at donaldp@goodnewsoutreach.org 
or (850) 412-0016 ext 4. Volunteers should contact Operations Director Rebecca Howard at info@goodnew-
soutreach.org or (850) 412-0016 ext 2.

Mercy House review: Invite others to share the workload
DALE WHITE WITH CLIENT

GNO treated interns to lunch April 16 as their term of service 
approached its end date. 

Intern appreciation

late July or early July. This is a complex process 
with many moving parts and your prayers are 
welcomed!
   Executive Director Donald Parks is available to 
answer questions, meet with partners, or arrange 
a tour of Maryland Oaks Crossing. Contact Don-
ald - donaldp@goodnewsoutreach.org or (850) 
412-0016 extension 4. The new Learning Center 
will be a game changer for children and parents 
at Maryland Oaks. You can change the lives of our 
families through your time, talent, and treasure! 
Visit www.goodnewsoutreach.org/clients-services 
to learn more.

“New” Maryland Oaks Crossing 
Learning Center coming soon



   Each morning when I go 
to the Post Office, I receive 
letters, notes and gifts from 
friends like you who invest 
in our mission on a monthly, 
quarterly, or annual basis.  In 
varying amounts, every one 
of these gifts represent the 
lives and passion of the folks 
who generously contribute 
their resources and it is hum-
bling to receive them. 
   A sustainer is someone who 
“who upholds or maintains”.  

Sustainers continue, or prolong an effort. Many 
identify God as the ultimate Sustainer.  Others are 
motivated from their desire to elevate humanity. 
All can help sustain those in need.

   Good News Outreach embraces people from all 
backgrounds as we feed the hungry, nurture se-
nior citizens, help men returning from prison and 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR 
BOARD CHAIR

   Greetings!  Glory be to God.  It 
is He who continues to provide and 
bless the ministries of Good News 
Outreach.
   “Giving a hand-up rather than 
simply a hand-out” is a statement 
we hear frequently.  Sometimes, it 
is simply a slogan without merit or 
proof of truly making a difference.  
That cannot be said for Good News 
Outreach -- quite the opposite.  As 
you read through this newsletter, 
you will see examples of how the 

four outreach ministries honestly 
make a difference in the lives of 
folks in our community.  Each of the 
four serve a specific population with 
specific needs – reducing hunger, 
isolationism, homelessness, and the 
rate of recidivism.
   Thank YOU for being connected to 
Good News Outreach in some way. 
YOUR donations of time, talent, or 
treasure allow Good News Outreach 
to continue the ministries that make 
a positive difference for so many 
in our community.  Your spiritual 
uplifting continues to be needed 
and greatly appreciated. Please help 
spread the word about Good News, 
its ministries and its many needs.
   I am thrilled to introduce our 
two newest Board Members…  Bob 
Garner and Bud Fennema.  Both 
gentlemen are active volunteers at 
GNO and have a heart for service 
and helping others.
   It is an honor to serve alongside 
the dedicated volunteer board and 
the committed staff of GNO.  If you 
would like to join this dynamic, 
diverse, and committed group by 

serving on the Board of Directors, 
please contact me at 850-933-0377. 
   It is a privilege to know that you 
keep all those involved in your daily 
prayers.  Stay healthy and help share 
with others the important work done 
by Good News Outreach!

Blessings,

Linda Barineau
Romans 8:28
Jeremiah 29:11

A LETTER FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Announcing the Good News
Outreach “Sustainers”

addiction, and deliver families from the bondage of poverty 
and homelessness. We strive to serve all who suffer from 
isolation. 

   We invite you to join our special GNO Sustainer group 
today - please visit www.goodnewsoutreach.org/donate 
and select “Recurring Donation” to choose the amount and 
frequency that is commensurate to your giving and sched-
ule.  Giving on-line is convenient, safe, and secure, and 
saves trees and postage!  Alternatively, you may give by 
mail at P.O. Box 3304, Tallahassee, FL 32315-3304.

   There are many other ways to participate in our mission 
(e.g. a special event volunteer or board service).  I always 
welcome a chance to talk with you or to show you our mis-
sion – and your gifts – in action. 

   Thank you for your prayers, support, and encourage-
ment!

Donald
Donald Parks
Executive Director 
donaldp@goodnewsoutreach.org 
850-412-0016 extension 4

Matthew 11:29

GNO Food Pantry hours
Every Wednesday from 9am-2pm and 

every Thursday from 8am-2pm at
548 East Bradford Road,
Tallahassee, FL 32303



Ways to support Good 
News Outreach!
   Email address request:  Help 
Good News Outreach use our dollars 
to better serve our clients by saving 
postage and printing costs. To receive 
your newsletter electronically, go to 
our website signup button or visit our 
website and select signup for GNO 
News and Spotlights in the page foo-
ter or email diroperations@goodnew-
soutreach.org.
   Thank you! Please call me with 
ideas, questions or comments. Execu-
tive Director Donald Parks
(850) 412-0016.

Former journalist sees a good story
   Christ’s words inspired me to become a Good News Outreach 
volunteer.  I’m Laura Ruane, newspaper journalist for more than 35 
years. 
   A journalist is called to community service 

through sharing information that potentially can 
motivate responsible decisions and actions. 

   “I’m impressed by the diversity and depth of 
GNO’s ministries, which touch people of all ages 
and from many backgrounds. I want greater 
Tallahassee to know about GNO. I’m excited 
about the opportunities to expand services 
and to invite young and old to support GNO by 
sharing their time, talent and treasure.”

   Read more about her life and listen to her Volunteer Profile video 
at https://www.goodnewsoutreach.org, select “Spotlights” from the 
News and Spotlights drop down menu.

Mercy House director knows the walk
   Dale White, the re-entry program manager 
of Mercy House at Good News Outreach, con-
tinues to be a catalyst for positive change in 
the community. Through his work at GNO and 
his personal testimony, White makes it his duty 
to help others escape the horrid fate of re-in-
carceration and drug and alcohol abuse.
   “The biggest asset I have in my life today 

is the time I spent in prison! It gives my work credibility,” White said. “I 
have walked in the shoes of the formerly incarcerated and understand 
their challenges and struggles, their hurts and habits, their survival 
modes and their brokenness because I am one of them.”

Read more about his life at https://www.goodnewsoutreach.org, select 
“Spotlights” from the News and Spotlights drop down menu.

And listen to him talk about it at:
https://fiorecommunications.com/2021/03/01/episode-22-dale-white/

   Starting in May, Mercy House resident Frank 
Rodriguez will hit the books at Tallahassee 
Christian College & Training Center.
   “I got a 100 percent scholarship, which I’m 
so proud of and can hardly believe,” said Rodri-
guez, who hopes to earn a bachelor’s degree in 
ministry or theology.
   He wants to use his college education “help-
ing others with their spirituality, to be what God 

wants us to be.”
   Mercy House is a Good News Outreach residential program help-
ing men return to society from prison.

Fire ring at Mercy House: A fire ring 
added to Mercy House this spring became a 

popular gathering and talking place

Scholarship opens a door
for Mercy House resident 20th  Annual Good News Out-

reach Prayer Breakfast 

   The 2021 Prayer Break-
fast will be held Satur-
day October 09, 2021 
8:30- 11:00 AM, at St. 
Louis Catholic Church. 
The event will also be 
Livestreamed. State Rep-
resentative Allison Tant 

will be our keynote speaker. Details and 
invitations will be available soon.


